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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for 
the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent 
or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States 
before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application 
designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the 
English language. 

2. Claims 1-28, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Joao U.S 
Patent 6, 725,201. 

As per claim 1 , Joao discloses a method for identifying an alternative financial product, 
comprising: calculating a payment difference between a loan and a lease for an item, said loan and 
said lease having a term, said payment difference including at least a recurring payment difference 
equal to the difference between a recurring payment for said loan and a recurring payment for said 
lease(see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 
lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) identifying an investment option, said investment option 
having an expected rate of return; and calculating an investment value at the end of said term based 
on investment of said payment difference in said investment option, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and 
column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1- 
67) 

As per claim 2, Joao discloses further comprising: 
comparing said investment value with a residual value of said item at the end of said term, (see 
column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 
and column 8-10 lines 1-67) 

As per claim 3, Joao discloses further comprising: 

offering said alternative financial product if said investment value is greater than 
or equal to said residual value, said alternative financial product including said recurring lease 
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payment and a recurring investment option payment, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 
1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 4, Joao discloses wherein the sum of said recurring lease payment 
and said recurring investment option payment equals said recurring payment for said loan, (see 
column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 
and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 5, Joao discloses wherein said difference further includes an initial payment 
difference equal to the difference between an initial payment for said loan and an initial payment for 
said lease, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 
7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 6, Joao discloses wherein said alternative financial product further includes 
an initial payment equal to an initial payment difference between an initial payment for said 
loan and an initial payment for said lease, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 
and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 7, Joao discloses wherein said investment option includes at least one of: 
a stock; a bond; a mutual fund; a money market fund; and a certificate of deposit, (see 
column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 
and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 8, Joao discloses wherein said investment option includes a 
plurality of investments selected from: stocks, bonds, mutual funds, money market funds, 
and certificates of deposit, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 
35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 9, Joao discloses further comprising: 
receiving a payment for said alternative financial product; 
applying a first portion of said payment to satisfy a recurring payment 
obligation for said lease; and 

applying a second portion of said payment to increase a balance of said investment option, 
(see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 
1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 10, Joao discloses an alternative financing method for an item, comprising: 
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identifying a loan for said item, said loan having a lump sum payment and a recurring loan 
payment over a term; 

identifying a lease for said item, said lease having a recurring lease payment over said 
term and having a defined residual value for said item at the end of said term(see column 2 
lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and 
column 8-10 lines 1-67) 

calculating a payment difference between said recurring lease payment and said recurring 
loan payment; 

identifying an investment option, said investment option having an expected rate of return; 
calculating an investment value at the end of said term based on investment of said payment 
difference in said investment option during said term; and 

establishing said alternative financing method if said investment value is greater than or equal 
to said residual value, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 
and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 1 1 , Joao discloses further comprising: 
receiving a periodic payment for said alternative financing method; applying a first portion of 
said periodic payment to said recurring lease payment; and 

applying a second portion of said periodic payment to increase a balance of said investment 
option. 

As per claim 12, Joao discloses a purchase method, comprising: 
receiving a periodic payment for an item from a buyer; 

identifying a lease agreement associated with said item and said buyer; identifying a periodic 
lease payment amount; 

applying a first portion of said periodic payment to said periodic lease payment; 
identifying an investment option associated with said item and said buyer; 
and applying a second portion of said periodic payment to increase a balance of said 
investment option, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 
and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) 
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As per claim 13, Joao discloses wherein said investment option is 
selected by identifying a residual amount of said item at an end of said lease agreement and 
identifying an investment amount and said investment option 

which will return an amount at least equal to said residual amount at said end of ' said lease 
agreement, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and 
column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) 

As per claim 14, Joao discloses wherein the amount of said second portion is selected by 
identifying a difference between said periodic lease payment amount and a loan payment 
amount for said item, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 
and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) 

As per claim 15, Joao discloses apparatus for identifying an alternative 
financial product, the apparatus comprising: 
a processor; 

a communication device, coupled to said processor, receiving application data; and a storage 
device in communication with said processor and storing instructions adapted to be executed 
by said processor to calculate a payment difference between a loan and a lease for an item, 
said loan and said lease having a term, said payment difference including at least a recurring 
payment difference equal to the difference between a recurring payment for said loan and a 
recurring payment for said lease(see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 
lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

identify an investment option, said investment option having an expected rate of return; and 
calculate an investment value at the end of said term based on investment of said 
payment difference in said investment option, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 
and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 16, Joao discloses wherein said application data is received from a buyer 
device, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7- 
8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 17, Joao discloses wherein said application is received from 
an input device, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and 
column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 
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As per claim 18, Joao discloses 18. An apparatus for conducting an alternative financing 
technique, the apparatus comprising: 

a processor; a communication device, coupled to said processor, receiving application data; 
and 

a storage device in communication with said processor and storing instructions adapted to be 
executed by said processor to(see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 
lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) 

identify, based at least in part on said application data, a loan for an 
item, said loan having a lump sum payment and a recurring payment over a term; identify, 
based at least in part on said application data, a lease for said item, said lease having a 
recurring lease payment over said term and having a defined residual value for said item at 
the end of said term; 

calculate a payment difference between said recurring lease payment and said recurring loan 
payment(see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 
7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) identify an investment option, said investment option 
having an expected rate of return; 

calculate an investment value at the end of said term based on investment of said payment 
difference in said investment option during said term; and 

establish said alternative financing technique if said investment value is greater than or equal 
to said residual value, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35- 
67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 19, Joao discloses where said storage device further stores instructions 
adapted to be executed by said processor to: 
receive a payment for said alternative financial technique; 

apply a first portion of said payment to satisfy a recurring payment obligation for said lease; 
and 

apply a second portion of said payment to increase a balance of said 
investment option, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 
and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) 
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As per claim 20, Joao discloses wherein said application data is received from a buyer 
device, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7- 
8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 21, Joao discloses wherein said buyer device is in communication with said 
communication device via a network connection, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1- 
67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) 

As per claim 22, Joao discloses a system for evaluating an application for an alternative 
financial product, the system comprising: 
at least a first buyer device having a processor; 

a communication device, coupled to said processor, configured to send and receive data over 
a network; and 

a storage device in communication with said processor and storing instructions adapted to be 
executed by said processor to forward application data to an at least first sales device; said at 
least first sales device having a second processor, 

a second communication device, coupled to said second processor, configured to send and 
receive data over said network and to receive said application data(see column 2 lines 65-67 
and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 
1-67) and a second storage device in communication with said second processor ' and storing 
instructions adapted to be executed by said second processor to identify, based at least in part 
on said application data, a loan for an item, said loan having a lump sum payment and a 
recurring payment over a term(see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 
lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) 

identify, based at least in part on said application data, a lease for said item, said lease having 
a recurring lease payment over said term and having a defined residual value for said item at 
the end of said term(see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 
and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) calculate a payment difference between 
said recurring lease payment and said recurring loan payment; 
identify an investment option, said investment option having an expected rate of return; 
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calculate an investment value at the end of said term based on investment of said payment 
difference in said investment option during said term(see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 
lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) and 
generate terms and conditions for said alternative financing 

technique if said investment value is greater than or equal to said residual value, (see column 
2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and 
column 8-10 lines 1-67) 

As per claim 23, Joao discloses wherein said second storage device further stores 
instructions adapted to be executed by said second processor to: 

forward said terms and conditions of said alternative financing technique to said at least first 
buyer device, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and 
column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 24, Joao discloses wherein said first storage device further stores 
instructions adapted to be executed by said first processor to: 
present said terms and conditions to a buyer; and 

forward an acceptance of said terms and conditions to said at least first sales device, 
(see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 
1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 25, Joao discloses wherein said acceptance is received by said at least first 
sales device and said second storage device further stores instructions adapted to be 
executed by said second processor to establish said alternative financing technique, (see 
column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 
and column 8-1 0 lines 1 -67). 

As per claim 26, Joao discloses a computer program product in a computer readable 
medium for identifying an alternative financial product, comprising: 

first instructions for calculating a payment difference between a loan and a 
lease for an item, said loan and said lease having a term, said payment difference including 
at least a recurring payment difference equal to the difference between a recurring payment 
for said loan and a recurring payment for said lease(see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 
lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) 
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second instructions for identifying an investment option, said investment 
option having an expected rate of return; and 

third instructions for calculating an investment value at the end of said term based on 
investment of said payment difference in said investment option, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and 
column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1- 
67). 

As per claim 27, Joao discloses a system for identifying an alternative financial product, 
comprising: 

means for calculating a payment difference between a loan and a lease 
for an item, said loan and said lease having a term, said payment difference including at 
least a recurring payment difference equal to the difference between a recurring payment for 
said loan and a recurring payment for said lease(see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1- 
67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67) means for 
identifying an investment option, said investment option having an expected rate of return; 
and 

means for calculating an investment value at the end of said term based on investment of 
said payment difference in said investment option, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 
1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

As per claim 28, Joao discloses a purchasing system, comprising: 
means for receiving a periodic payment for an item from a buyer; means for identifying a 
lease agreement associated with said item and said buyer(see column 2 lines 65-67 and 
column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1- 
67) 

means for identifying a periodic lease payment amount; 

means for applying a first portion of said periodic payment to said periodic lease payment; 
means for identifying an investment option associated with said item and said buyer; and 
means for applying a second portion of said periodic payment to increase a balance of said 
investment option, (see column 2 lines 65-67 and column 2 lines 1-67 and column 6 lines 35-67 
and column 7-8 lines 1-67 and column 8-10 lines 1-67). 

Conclusion 
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3. The prior art of record and 
Liddy Eder (US Patent 



Page 1 0 



not relied upon is considered pertinent to Applicants disclosure. 
5, 026, 388) teaches user interface and other enhancements for 
natural language information etrieval system and method. 

Kohorn US PATENT: 5 508, 731) teaches generation of enlarged participatory 
broadcast audience. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed ts Clement B Graham whose telephone number is 703-305-1874. 
The examiner can normally b*i reached on 7am to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 703-308-0505. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-0040 for regular 
communications and 703-305 0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general natur 3 or relating to the status of this application or proceeding should 



be directed to the receptionist 



CG 

January 23, 2006 



whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 



FRANTZYPOINVfL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



